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In this scene from the successful 2011 BMRC Train Show, Russ Boehm extols the advantages
of his tree-making machine to a fellow model railroader from another club. January’s contest topic
is “Freight Rolling Stock” and our clinician will be former BMRC member Jim Ferenc who will speak
on “A Working Model Scale.” So come early and celebrate the New Year with your fellow model
railroaders on Thursday, January 12, 2012, 7:15 PM (or 6:00 pm for dinner, with meeting to
follow) at the American Legion Hall, 1150 Pine in Louisville . See you there! (Photo by Jack
Rummel .)




Well, the day arrived sooner than | thought it would. And just like the expected death of an elderly family
member, you know it's coming, but you're never ready for it when it actually happens. This analogy to death
isn’t too far-fetched, either, for when the moment comes to downsize to a smaller
living space and give up part or all of your layout in the process, a small part of
you gives up and dies as well.

But life goes on. The Realtor has been contacted and the winnowing
procedure through 38 years of accumulated “stuff” has begun. We’'ll be seeking a
smaller home, preferably with a basement, and we’ll be looking first in Longmont
so as to remain close to our daughter and her family. The thought of a basement
holds out a ray of hope that perhaps not all of the existing layout will be lost.

Not everything can be saved, however; this | know. And so the agony begins
as to what to take and what not to take. What about the un-built kits on the shelf?
Would there be time to have one last open house, warts and all, before the
wrecking ball comes? Or should the layout simply fold up its tent and quietly slip
away? There are no answers yet, but answers will have to come.

In discussing all this with some close friends in the BMRC, it has come to light that there are maybe a
dozen other layouts that will be facing the same situation in the next few years. Our layouts are built for a
variety of reasons, but two that stand out are (1) for our own personal enjoyment, and (2) to share our
creations with our model railroading friends, either through operating sessions, layout tours or both. Yet,
despite the efforts that layout owners put forth to display their very best work, we often find the tours to be
poorly attended. How many of us would make an extra effort to see a layout if we knew that it was about to
disappear forever in its present form?

Despite these gloomy thoughts, | remain optimistic about my own situation. Even in a very small space, |
can still find a spot to set up a workbench and continue to do what | love: build models. There might even
be room for some track somewhere! These thoughts, and others like them, give me hope.

Kicking the can down the road may be the plan for Congress, but it's not a good idea for us “senior”
model railroaders. Facing these questions and proposing answers before they are needed will make it
easier to handle future eventualities.

—Jack Rummel , Editor
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All Aboard!

First things first, | want to congratulate Bill Bradley for
the great job of leading the Boulder Model Railroad Club
for the past two years. Our club is better for it. During
this time we have seen the membership grow 20.5% from
78 in 2009 to 94 in 2011. Not only have we seen the total
numbers grow, but monthly meeting
attendance is also up year over year for
the past four years, which of course
8 includes the time when Doug Wrig ht was
8 the President. But there is more to Bill's
tenure than the numbers. Most notable
were some amazing clinics, workshops
and the swap meets. Thank you for your
service, Bill!

Looking forward | wanted to share my
vision of the future of the club. We want to continue the
many things that we are doing well while focusing on a
few initiatives for the next year. We will continue to seek
out quality programming for our monthly meetings. This
means we will continue to find great clinic and modeling
topics. Bruce Dickerhofe, our new Vice President, is
already in the hunt. Bruce assures me that his club
duties are not going to impact his efforts with his own HO
Scale layout. Jeff MacDonald will be our Secretary for
2012 and we have been working to set up a layout tour at
his home. An avid O Scale modeler, | was so impressed
with his work at a recent air brush clinic where he was
weathering refrigerator cars. O Scale is so neat!

John O’Donnell, an amazing modeler and contest
winner, has agreed to be the Treasurer for 2012, his 3™
year in this role. But it is with great concern that | tell you
John is in the hospital at this time (see below). Our
prayers and thoughts are with John as he fights to regain
his strength and health.

One of the most critical jobs within the BMRC is that of
the Train Show Chairman. We have enjoyed the good
fruits of Roy Johnson’s labors for 10 years and | am
most happy to affirm that Roy will once again be our
leader for 2012’s show which will be on December 8"
and 9" this year. The 2011 show was a tremendous
success, with more vendors, layouts, clinics and people
than ever before. The winter storm backed off, making
sure the parking lot was not muddy, and the crowds
showed up! We have asked Marv Van Peursem to
remain our Raffle Manager, a job that requires state
training and licensing.

Jack Rummel has agreed to remain the editor of the
TELLTALES. Whew, | was so happy when Jack agreed!
He’s spent 18 years in that seat and is a Past-President
too!

Bruce Kasson has accepted the role of Layout Tour
Coordinator for the next year so our focus on layout tours
will continue. Bruce already has some great ideas!
Jerry Gilland has agreed to continue as our Contest
chairman; we will continue to see the marvels that

emerge from our home workshops.

We will be working with Jon Bond who has agreed to
continue leading the N-Scale layout team to ensure it
remains a public ‘beacon’ for our club. Keith Bobo is
returning as our club photographer to continue the legacy
he personally created of providing us with a literal library of
memories. He and | (as Webmaster) are working to add
his collection to our website so it can be publicly shared.

Warren Hester has agreed to lead the new N-SIG while
reliable Frank Smucker remains at the head of our
progressive HO-SIG. These two groups provide a real
opportunity for those individuals who, for whatever reason
either need another layout to work on, or are looking for a
place where they can contribute or just have fun with trains.
Our SIG groups offers tremendous learning and mentor
opportunities for young and old alike.

We are fortunate that Loren Blaney and Mike Mead will
return as our media librarians. These guys are true unsung
heroes as they keep our amazing libraries ready for us.
Our libraries are one of the best reasons to join the BMRC!

2012 will be a time when we promote on our club
branding and public image. This means we will continue to
encourage members to acquire ‘BMRC Gear (our logo
clothing) and positioning our Logo prominently in public
places. We will be asking each member to participate in a
member Survey during the January meeting. Your new
Board wants to make sure you know we are listening to
what you think works and areas where we can improve.
We will be using that input to adjust our programming
during 2012. You can count on a stronger presence on the
web too; see the webmaster’s note on page 7.

I've always thought we could do more to encourage our
“significant others” to participate in the club in some way.
Certainly the Christmas party is a better event with their
inclusion and we have several ideas for events during the
coming year where we will be inviting our spouses to
participate. One of the items we are working is an invitation
from another major local club to join them in July for a
family picnic. More information to follow!

It is my vision that 2012 will have some adventure,
excitement, family and fun. See you at the January
meeting! All Aboard!

It is with sincere concern that we report that
our club treasurer, John O’Donnell , is in Good
Samaritan Hospital in Lafayette in their Intensive
Care Unit. At present he is on dialysis, but his
mother reports that he is slowly improving.
Visitors would be welcome, but it is best ~~ .

. . . [CREC)
to call first to check on his condition. | 3
Please keep John in your thoughts. —5




BY LOREN BLANEY

Last month Bob Rothe suggested a design for a simple block signal system for his YVRR layout.
With all the variations of the prototype he felt he could get away with a design of his own. Instead of
red, yellow and green lights he'd have a searchlight signal that was red and off. Instead of detecting
block occupancy, he'd have a light beam that detected nearby trains. When he mentioned my name as
someone who might help in this endeavor, it got me thinking about what design | might get away with.

It's easy to add a green light by replacing a normal red LED with a bi-directional LED. The circuit
shown here glows green when the switch is open, and red when it's
Jlj closed. If instead of a searchlight signal, you want separate red and
B green lights -- such as on a D-type Bachmann signal -- the two LEDs
can be wired like the bi-directional LED. [See Figure 1]

The electronics associated with a light-beam and timer circuit can be
replaced with magnetic reed switches. They work in the dark as well as
the light, they're cheap, and easy to install and conceal. One possible
objection is they require mounting magnets on your engines and
cabooses (or other tail-end cars).

Latching magnetic reed switches can be used to detect when a train
is anywhere inside a block of track, not just when it's near a signal.
When an engine enters a block, its magnet closes the reed switch and turns the signal red. The switch
stays closed until the magnet in the caboose -- which is of opposite polarity -- unlatches it.

Reed switches and signals can be mounted on both ends of a block to accommodate trains traveling
in both directions. The reeds and
signals are simply wired in parallel. If a g Block: one FoA Block: Two P soocmres
block is longer than the shortest train|_, \/ _____ \ [ \
then additional reeds are inserted so |*HpEHHEEEEREES el

that at least one is closed as the train | = % % b [
passes through the block. [See Figure @ o
2] } E

One problem with this system is that
it displays the wrong signal if a train backs into a block. However, the good news is that it's
completely compatible with the road crossing signal | presented last year.

The photo shows some test signals made for both HO and N scales. Caboose Hobbies sells the
Oregon Rail Supply searchlight kit, but an
alternative can be made using a bi-directional
LED, a short piece of black heat-shrink tubing,
and a fiber washer; as shown glowing red near
the center. Reed switches (without bias magnets)
are shown in the foreground along with an
assortment of LEDs.

If there's interest in making this signal system,
I'd be happy to provide the electrical parts.
Resistor values vary depending on the LEDs
used. Some bi-directional LEDs look much better
than others. Thanks to Ed Sobanski , | can pass

along some free red and green LEDs that fit
perfectly in a Bachmann HO signal.
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Thanks to a donation by William Gail via Bob Wilson we have these new VHS tapes:

688 "Great Alaska Train Adventure - Anchorage to Fairbanks" through Denali National Park. Learn
about gold mining and river boating.

689 "Africa's Champagne Trains" even surpass the Orient Express in luxury. Travel aboard the Blue
Train from Cape Town to Pretoria, South Africa (2 tapes).

690 "Continental Divide - A Winter's Journey" is aboard the Canadian in the late 1980s. Includes film
clips from the '50s.

691 "Glory Machines" Copyright 1985. (A mystery, since my VHS player is currently broken.)

692 "Railroad Journeys Around the World - Italy." Travel from the canals of Venice through the Alps
near Milan and on to Rome and Florence.

693 "Railroad Journeys Around the World - Switzerland." Ascend steep Gotthard Pass then ride the
Glacier Express on the Appenzeller line. See eye-popping views from

the front of the Golden Panoramic Express.
694 "San Jose NRHS Convention" captures the action of SP's 4-8-4 and
4-6-2, and UP's 4-6-6-4, along with the excitement of the 1992 National
Railway Historical Society Convention.
695 "World Steam Journeys" Volume 3 "Rails to Arabia" covers the
Hedjaz Railway, the lifeline of the Ottoman Empire, which was made
famous by Lawrence of Arabia. Volume 4 (2nd tape) "African Steam"
shows the construction of the Beyer-Garratt articulated loco and footage
along the Nile and Congo.

Here's one last item from the Norman Weston estate:
696 "Books on CD - 1921 Ottawa Wood Sawing handbook, 1908 American Sawmill Machinery catalog,
and 1904 Flory Mfg Logging and Cableways." This Darryl Huffman CDROM contains 267 pages that
illustrate logging history in hundreds of high quality images, including the one shown above.

2012 will see the disappearance of many more VHS tapes. Although they will not be set out at
meetings they will still be available for checkout. Just send me an email (loren.blaney@gmail.com). An
updated list of videos is on the webpage.

—Loren Blaney , Visual Librarian

2011 Train Show Photos: Roy Johnson




CHAPTER TWO

After completing the work described in Chapter One, it
was necessary to pick the next of many waiting tasks. First
was some unfinished business. As | noted previously, the
etched brass parts of the running gear were kind of ugly, in
addition to being the wrong color. Well, the nickel plating
solution and nickel anode that a local jeweler ordered for me
arrived. The name of the product is “Clean Earth Solutions —
Nickel-Mirror, Hypo-allergenic plating solution”, distributed by Grobet USA. From the warning labels, it
is nasty stuff, so take care! | have a vented hood, which | feel is mandatory.

The process is fairly simple. | “borrowed” a one quart glass measuring cup from my wife and taped
the anode (positive) to the handle, as shown in Fig. 1. The solution must be heated to about 140F, so |
worked on a “borrowed” warming tray, as shown. An old Tech Il power

supply, run at about 4 volts, proved to have adequate capacity for my
small parts. | solder-tacked a small wire to each part, so that the part
could be totally immersed in the solution, which becomes the cathode
(negative). The timing is a function of the part size and geometry. You
just have to check it often, and quit when happy.
For my next task, | was influenced by the upcoming annual train
show. | had planned to have a demo table demonstrating resin casting.
Wanting to couple that with my Big Boy project, | looked over my
blueprint to find something that would require production of multiple
small parts. The unique Big Boy tender, with its 10 wheel rear truck, fit
that bill nicely. So you see, it is not just that | have a wheel fetish
In planning this project, | ran into a conflict. Apparently different builds of the Big Boy used different
wheel bearing components. My blueprint (#4002) differed from photos that | took of #4005 at the
Forney museum. | opted to use the basic dimensions for the truck from my blueprint, but to base the
details on my #4005 photos.
| felt that the truck structural side plate could be could most easily fabricated using the etched brass
technique. This created a temporary problem, which | was able to turn into an opportunity. The etching
tank that came with the Micro Mart kit is designed for small parts, as it is

only 3” x 3", whereas this part is over 6” long. There was another problem
with the Micro Mark system. It incorporates an aquarium bubbler to agitate
the etching fluid which speeds up the process. However, it also tends to
cause non-uniform etching and | was rejecting about 50% of my attempts.

So, | decided to try an alternate etching tank. Another trip to the kitchen
yielded an 8" x 8” glass cake pan. At this time, | also did some web research
re: etching solutions and found a recommendation to add about 1% ounces
of citric acid to a pint of the basic ferric chloride solution, which | did. This combination produced a slower
process (about %2 hour to etch these parts) and | had to manually agitate the solution every few minutes.
However, it produced a very uniform part, with no rejections. Be sure that you stir this solution with only
glass or plastic tools! | had a mental lapse and used a metal meat thermometer to check the solution
temperature. It promptly ate the tip off . | feel that my kitchen privileges may be in jeopardy.

For the detail parts, | made styrene masters and casting molds, as described last month. Then it
was just a matter of grinding out the detailed components (mostly at the train show), and assembling
them. | am finding that the resin parts bond to the etched brass quite nicely with super glue. The details
are shown in Figure 2. At this point, only one side of the assembly has been painted. | include pictures
of both sides in Figures 3 & 4. The unpainted side shows the details better, but the painted side looks
more “finished”.




One of the many things I've been able to add to
my larger Patapsco Valley Division layout in Arvada
is a much needed logging area to support the
Chesapeake Bay Logging Company mill that had
been on the original Boulder layout. When the mill
complex is finally completed, this addition will allow a
point to point logging operation that is completely
separate from the main line operations. The company owns an 0-6-0 switcher with a sloped tender (a super-detailed
Tyco) and two 3-truck Shays (Bachman Spectrum). The 0-6-0 is used primarily for shuffling cars around the mill
complex while the Shays are used exclusively for
hauling the loaded skeleton cars to the mill and
returning the empties. While selective compression
must be used on a model layout, the represented
distance to the mill is 18 miles. The slower Shays
can generally make one round trip per day.

The forest of Virginia Pine that rises high into the
backdrop is comprised of hundreds of individual T——
trees, some re-worked commercial trees, and many handmade.
Forced perspective is achieved through the use of progressively
smaller trees as the forest climbs up the wall. The main hub of
activity is in the foreground, where the logs are brought to the
staging area for shipment to the mill. This area includes an
engine facility, a stiff-leg derrick for loading the skeleton cars, a
water tank, several company houses and two small trestles that
cross a ravine... all scratch built to fit the scene.

Ever since | got into the hobby, I've always wanted to build a
backwoods logging scene, and this project was a dream come
true. Fun to build and adding a lot of interest, it has been one of
the most enjoyable parts of this journey. It will also give me one
more area of operations once | am ready to put down the
scenery tools and paintbrushes and start running trains.

| hope your holidays were enjoyable and that you all have a terrific new year!
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The 34th annual Train Show was blessed with good weather both days, which helped attendance set a new record
for the show by a small increment over last year. The Flatirons Mineral Club, with whom we share the space at the
show, was also happy with attendance. We had four Club layouts this year for the first time, including the new N-
SIG layout. Thanks to the N-SIG for their

participation!!  Likewise the HO modular
layout made good progress over the past
year and is nearing "completion." Thanks
guys!! Feedback from our vendors was and
continues to be positive. | would also like to
thank all those Club members who had
display tables. This is a feature of the show
that | think the public especially
appreciates. Due to John O’Donnell's
unfortunate illness, we do not have the
exact financial figures for the show as yet
but the show was comfortably in the black
with a performance similar to last year. The
raffle layout was won by Sue Wagganott of
Longmont -see photos. A big thanks to all those who contributed to the raffle layout!! She was very happy that her
son, who is autistic, would be able to appreciate the layout. Finally, | would like to thank all those who helped with the
set up, tear down and operation of the show on the show days. It could not have been done without your
participation!!

| JACK RUMMEL PHOTO |

—Roy Johnson , Show Chair

COMPLETED RAFFLE
LAYOUT

RAFFLE LAYOUT
WINNER

PHOTOS BY ROY JOHNSON

) ~ .y % DECEMBER CONTEST

GU II[BS‘HRBS” Il;Sj The highlight of the contest year occurred at our annual holiday dinner

SI=eIdIdDII==<I meeting, where many of the prize winning models from this past year's
contests were on display, in competition for the Model-of-the- Year award. All models that received first
place blue ribbons in their class and those that received best of event awards were eligible to participate
in this final contest. We had excellent participation in this contest with 22 of the 26 eligible models on
display. It was a really impressive exhibit of
workmanship and dedication to our hobby. | feel that
there are few clubs in the country that could put on a
comparable display.

All dinner attendees voted for the Model-of-the-
Year, and the winner was Doug Wright with his
impressive scratch built model of Stuffy’s Brewery
(at left). This model has an interesting history, which
many of you have heard. However, for those that
might not be aware, | repeat it briefly here. Some

| CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 |




JANUARY 1992

A youthful observer counts cars as an Amtrak
train rounds a curve on the club’s modular layout.
This cover photo by Andy Robertson was taken at
the BMRC's 1991 annual Train Show.

Terry Metcalf presented a program on
modeling prototype scenes in the UP’s Sherman
Hill area.

Incoming club president Doug Geiger’'s theme
for 1992 was “Colorado and it's Railroads”. Doug
wanted to increase club participation and
enthusiasm by sponsoring several summer field
trips, as well as a Ski Train Trip to Winter Park in
February.

Jack Rummel and Everett Rowe presented
the 1991 modeling contest awards. First place in
Tier | went to Everett Rowe (!), second to Ray
Hoppes, and Jim Ferenc won third. Tier Il awards
were: First place, Jack Rummel (I detect a
pattern here), second to Doug Geiger, and third
was won by Clif Korlaske . Each winner received

a handsome wood burned plaque with artwork by
Clif.

January’s contest featured Freight Cars, and
fielded 10 entries. The winners were:

|CONTINUED ON PAGE 12‘
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The Company Notch

January is a traditional time of starting
things; resolutions, diets (??7?), train projects,
and the like. But before | start a few
paragraphs for this issue of TELLTALES, | want
to step back just a hit.

| begin by thanking Bruce Kasson
for his tremendous contributions to
the BMRC for the last 2 years as our
Vice President. He organized
wonderful meetings and extra clinics
that helped all of us grow in the hobby
we enjoy so much. His monthly
columns in this publication were

informative and well thought out. He
conducted his portions of our meetings with
efficiency and humor. Well done, Bruce.

This coming year we plan to offer new ways
to enjoy railroading to you, our members. We
want to learn what you want to see more of and
give you the chance to tell us what might make
BMRC better. A simple questionnaire is being
developed to gain your input. Our successes
will continue, and some fun stuff is around the
next bend. So as we begin 2012, put on your
conductor hat and help decide the next
movements of the BMRC train.

JANUARY PROGRAM

To get our year going, our January program
will feature Jim Ferenc to show us the ins and
outs of a working model scale. Many of you
know Jim and have seen his amazing railroad
in Boulder, the Northern Division of the
Colorado & Southern Railway. His passion for
realism and talent with electronics has drawn
him to start his own company, Boulder Creek
Engineering. Ten years ago Jim began using
the track scale he developed to add realism to
his operating sessions. Car weight is essential
to safety and revenue for railroads and Jim's
scale makes that attainable for us; except the
revenue part.

His working scale is mentioned in the
January 2012 issue of Model Railroader in Part
One of the new series, “Build the Virginian”,
(pages 53 & 57). It is pretty neat to get a
presentation from a guy about his model at the
same time it gets national attention. Don’t miss
the meeting!

| CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 |
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time ago, Doug purchased the
Fine Scale Miniature kit for this

model. When he finally got around to building it,
he discovered that the kit's value had increased
many fold. So, he decided to build a replica from
scratch and sell the kit at a considerable profit.
Thus, in addition to his plagque for modeling
creativity, Doug should have been awarded a
plaque for financial creativity.

We also customarily give a plaque to the
Modeler-of-the -Year. This award is based upon
creativity, workmanship and participation, with
three points given for each blue ribbon, two points
for each red ribbon, five points for best of event
and one point for just entering a contest. This
year, we had an interesting situation, with Roy
Johnson and John O’Donnell essentially tied
going in to the final contest. Since all of John's
points were earned in the Scratch/Bash class and
most of Roy’s points were in the Kit Build class,
each was awarded a Modeler-of-the-Year plaque
in those respective classes.

The modeling contests seem to be a popular
feature of our regular meetings. At all but the May
meeting, there were at least four entries for each
contest, with a total of 62 models entered through
the year. | want to thank you all for your
participation. Big contests make a little more work
for me, but also make my job a lot more fun.

Because of several field-trip meetings being
considered in 2012, there may be fewer contests
than usual. The category for the January meeting
is freight rolling stock However, the final
categories and schedule will not be established
until after this goes to press. So, stay tuned!

If you don’t see your favorite category in the
final list, there will be open contests for you to
enter. The modeling classes (Kit Built and
Scratch/Bash) and contest rules will remain the
same as for 2011.

—Jerry Gilland , Contest Chair

Contest Topics For 2012
Freight Rolling Stock

Jan
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CHEAP BUT BELIEVABLE SWITCH STANDS

Stop! Don't throw away your old ball-point
pens. They can be used to make very believable
switch stands in HO scale at almost no cost.
Looking at the photo, the two items saved from old
pens include the white plastic (I think it is nylon)
piece seen to the left and just above the metal
strip and the brass piece (middle row, also above
the metal strip). This brass piece contains the
writing ball (but that is not relevant to the model).

The metal strip is a length of 0.010"-thick tin
can stock salvaged from an old Suydam all-metal
structure kit. This particular strip proved to be
0.096" wide - 8.4" in HO scale. This long strip is
soldered to the brass piece (containing the
writing ball); and then it is clipped off to whatever
length you want the indicator panel to be. The
white plastic piece mentioned above stands
almost 37" tall in HO scale with a barrel diameter
of 14.8". The square base of the plastic piece
measures 19.2" square and the four corners look
very much like they could be used for bolting the
assembly to railroad ties. The hole in the top of
the plastic measures about 0.085" (actual) - a
little too sloppy for the smaller diameter (0.065")
of the brass ball-point piece.

Assembly is also very easy; but | do present
a few tips. Solder the full length of the metal strip
to the side of the thicker part of the brass ball-
point piece. | found it wise to chuck the ball-point
brass into my Dremel and use emery paper to
clean the brass. Residual traces of ink render
the brass too dirty. | made a cheap wooden jig to
hold the brass piece at right angles to the metal
strip. A straight pin through another piece of
wood in the jig held the brass orthogonal to the
edge of the jig. A thin strip of stripwood a little
less than half the thickness of the thicker part of
the ball-point brass was pinned to the jig parallel

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11
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to the edge of the jig and, therefore, at right
angles to the brass. | held the metal strip to this
stripwood and adjusted the configuration by eye
to come very close to putting the metal strip at
right angles to the brass. A pin prick of flux
allows the vane to be soldered to the shouldered
brass piece. Later, after being dipped into a jar
of red paint, the finished vane is shown to the far
right of the middle row.

The heat from soldering is likely to boil out
residual ink from the small hole at the top of the
brass; but this did not prove to be any problem. |
washed the finished rotatable indicator panel
(vane) in alcohol to clean up the ink. Nothing
was actually "painted”. The finished brass piece
with the indicator vane was dipped into a bottle of
Floquil "Caboose Red" and set aside to dry
thoroughly. The plastic piece was, likewise,
skewered onto a small strip of tapered wood and
dipped into a bottle of Floquil "Weathered
Black". An ordinary straight pin cut to suitable
length (with its head painted Weathered Black)
fits into the hole where once the pen's ink flowed

The finished switch stand can be used non-
operationally by gluing the red component into
the hole. The sloppy fit between the ball-point
end and the hole at the top of the plastic piece
causes the vane to sometimes sit "cocked" at a
noticeable angle different that 90 degrees. It can
also be made manually operational just by not
gluing the two together. Here, the sloppy fit
between the smaller brass diameter and the hole

Several new things have popped up on the
World Wide Web this month as it relates to the
Boulder Model Railroad Club. First, we have an
alternative way to get to our website, easy and
quick, just type <bmrc.info> and you should be
staring at the club website.

Second, our club now has a presence on
Facebook! If you, like many of us, are on FB, |
urge you to befriend our web page. The more
friends we have, the better the visibility of our club
presence, so encourage your family and friends to
become our ‘friends' as well. Facebook is more
heavily used than Google these days and it is a
person to person environment, SO we expect more
positive exposure there than we get on our already
heavily trafficked web site.

And third, we now have a new club email
address. <bmrc.info@gmail.com>. The president
and the website will be using this address as a
consistent way to get email to the right person.
Future presidents will have the ability and privilege
of continuing with this same address. Consistency
is important on the Web. If you have not yet
registered on our website, please take a few
minutes and do so.

Your Webmaster,

in the top of the plastic can be filled with a dab of thick grease. This grease would hold the vane at right
angles and allow the vane to be turned 90 degree by hand.
This design would allow the switch stand to be correct for both alignments of the associated

turnout.
correct during the act of throwing the turnout.
coined term "operationalistic" for this situation.

That is, the turnout indication is correct before and after the turnout is thrown; but it is not
I cannot call this operational; so | have invented the

NO, this is not a prototypical design for a switch stand. There are so many designs used by so
many different railroads that a new and never-seen-before design would be very believable. The final

proportions are about right.

In truth, not every ball-point pen has all the parts one would need. You will have to go through your

collection of dried up or "sticky ball" pens and select only those with the correct parts. Many of my pens
came from discarded US Government pens. In reality (in my case), | ran out of the brass ball-point
components with still the need for more switch machines. Undaunted, | tweaked the design as
explained below to retain the flavor of the "scratch-built" design. The 0.085"-diameter hole at the top of
the plastic base of the machine can easily be reamed out to 3/32" (0.0925"). Then, a length of 3/32"
plastic tubing a little longer than 3/8" can be glued into place keeping the lower end of the tubing
centered at the bottom while the plastic glue sets. Then, a length of 1/16" brass tubing (longer than
3/4") - with the rotatable vane already soldered in place - can be slipped inside the plastic tubing. This
design yields a truly "operationalistic" switch stand.

I'm still thinking about extending the 1/16" brass tubing a few inches below the layout and devising
some means of rotating the vane exactly 90 degrees whenever the manual switch control lever on the
YVRR is thrown. —Bob Rothe
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DECEMBER MEETING

The December 2011 meeting of the BMRC,
along with the Christmas dinner and program,
was held at the Louisville American Legion Hall.
There were 72 members and guests for dinner.

There was a pre-meeting invocation given by
incoming 2012 President Joe Baldwin .

President Bill Bradley opened the meeting at
7:15 with announcements and a door-prize
drawing.

The evening’'s program was given by
Colorado author Margaret Coel, a slideshow
based on her book “Goin’ Railroading”.
Margaret’s family came to Colorado in the years
after the Civil War, and worked rail lines in the
mountains and on the plains for two generations.
Margaret's father, grandfather and uncles
represented a clan of railroaders that served for
100 years. Her presentation talked about the
amazing engineering feats that the early lines
required to build into the mountains, the primitive
equipment and rigorous working conditions
railroaders endured, and the importance of the
railroad to otherwise isolated mountain
communities.

Railroads made the settlement and economic
development of Colorado possible; the
transcontinental railroad bypassed Colorado, and
it was only by the initiative of Denver leaders that

Jan. 7—SCFD Free Day, Colorado Railroad
Museum, Golden

Jan. 12—BMRC Meeting, American Legion, 1150
Pine, Louisville, 7:15 PM, Dinner 6PM.

Jan. 17—Swap Meet, at Green Mtn. Presbyterian
Church, 12900 W. Alameda Pkwy. at Mississippi,
Lakewood - 9AM to Noon.

Feb. 9—BMRC Meeting & Swap Meet, American

Legion, 1150 Pine, Louisville, 7:15 PM, Dinner 6PM.

Feb. 11—Field Trip: O Scale Layout, Denver Union
Station, details TBA.
Feb. 18-19—Rails in the Rockies, Estes Park Conf.

Center, Hwys 36 & 7, 9AM-5PM Sat, 9AM-4PM Sun.

Mar. 3-4—Rocky Mtn. Toy Train Show, Denver

Merchandise Mart, 10AM-5PM both days.

Mar. 8—BMRC Meeting, American Legion, 1150

Pine, Louisville, 7:15 PM, Dinner 6PM.

Mar. 17—Swap Meet, at Green Mtn. Presbyterian
Church, 12900 W. Alameda Pkwy. at Mississippi,

Lakewood - 9AM to Noon.

the state was connected to the rest of the country’s
rail system. Building into the mountains enabled
the financial success of mining enterprises; the
cost of shipping by rail was ten times less than by
horse and wagon. Her presentation vividly
illustrated the human side of railroading, and
thoroughly captivated her audience.

This month’s contest was “Model of the Year”,
run by Contest Coordinator Jerry Gilland .

President Bill Bradley declared the meeting to
be adjourned at 9:15 PM.

This is my last report as Secretary, | am
handing over my pad and pencil to incoming 2012
Secretary Jeff MacDonald . It has been my
pleasure serving the Club in this capacity for the
last two years.

—Ethan Eilertsen , Secretary

He will show us
how to model railroad
track scales, including traditional and modern
scales, track arrangements, scale houses, and
scale test cars. He will also explain how to
systematically integrate weighing into model
railroad operations; including freight movements,
scale certification, and car card/way bill systems.

So plan on joining us on January 12, for dinner,
input on the BMRC, and the “weighty” topic of

Jim’s scales! —

| CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 |

‘ CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9 |

B Tier I: First - Tom Johnson (UP boxcar)
Second - Chris Cain (M&StL boxcar)
Third - Leland Reichert (C&S boxcar)
First - Joe Crea (loaded flat car)
Second - Jere Eggleston (10,000 gal.
tank car)

Third -
boxcar)

The Club’s January ending balance was
$2,578.16 (including expense of $1,368.00 for
purchasing Ski Train tickets).

That'’s all, folks!

Tier Il:

Don Peterson (3000 series

Next TELLTALES Deadline

Submissions for the February TELLTALES should be
sent no later than January 28, 2012 .
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